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English Overview of the book Public Responsibility in Israel, written by its editor Raphael Cohen-Almagor. The Hebrew book comprises an essay by Eran Vigoda-Gadot and Jacques Cory: "Public Responsibility of the Public Administration", pages 269-290. The essay can be found on Jacques Cory's website in "Hebrew".
My New Book Public Responsibility in Israel
My new book Public Responsibility in Israel (Achrayut Ziburit Be’Israel), co-edited with Ori Arbel-Ganz and Asa Kasher, was published (Tel Aviv and Jerusalem: Hakibbutz Hameuchad and Mishkanot Shaananim, 2012, Hebrew), 607 pp.

The project started in 2006. Here is the book’s rationale, as it was written then:

The year 2006 was a difficult year for Israel. It started with Ariel Sharon’s departure, continued with elections that resulted in a new government in power, headed by a new party, “Kadima”. Then three soldiers were kidnapped, and war erupted. We have continued Qassams landing in the south of Israel, and continued tension in the north of Israel. Above us hovers the Iranian nuclear threat and we await the results of the dozens of inquiry commissions established to investigate the war misconduct. Are they aimed to calm the atmosphere, or to seek substantive responsibility? 

Anywhere you turn you hear and read about violence, scandals and corruption: violence on the roads, with hundreds of people killed in road accidents, most of which were the result of nervous drivers who don’t respect their fellow drivers; violence in discos, where youth go to party with knives in their pockets; violence in football stadiums, where people come to watch games with hand grenades in their pockets; violence directed at city mayors, including firing at them and throwing hand grenades at their homes; violence in roadblocks vis-à-vis the Palestinians; violence at home, where husbands express their feelings toward their wives by murdering them; violence at school, where a 14 year-old was found dead in the toilet and the identity of her killer is yet uncertain. Violence is part and parcel of Israeli life.

Scandals are endless, with the State President under investigation for sexual harassment against several women who worked under him. The Prime Minister’s conduct is under the Attorney General’s investigation for three separate affairs and we await Mazuz’s decisions. Several ministers are also under such investigations. The Minister of Justice stood trial for kissing a young soldier. 

Corruption is everywhere: allegations against the prime minister, ministers, state president, members of the Knesset, city mayors and other public officials. Football players are under investigations for selling games. Who is responsible for all this? Are we all? The leadership? Somebody? How do we deal with those phenomena? How do we redeem the concepts of responsibility and of accountability, and better Israeli society? 

Public responsibility is rather an ambiguous term. While politicians define their Public Responsibility in terms of administrative and constitutional laws, the public's approach seems to be significantly broader.
Human understanding of the responsibilities of a public servant might be influenced not only by formal codes, regulations and laws, but also by culture, norms, moral. Ideology may lead to different definitions of reality and therefore may create different expectations regarding policy.  Similarly, as religious authorities structure their own rules and philosophies, they may define loyalty and moral priorities differently.

Public responsibility is often conceptualized as an objective and universal expression beyond time and era.  However, the individual's understandings and interpretations may emphasize the personal perspective of bureaucrats and elected officials' duties. 

The question is, therefore, what does public responsibility really mean? Is it possible to define a theoretical and/or analytical term that will consist of and cover all aspects mentioned above? Is it necessary? Finally, how can one bridge between citizens' expectations and subjective concepts of the term public responsibility and the limited definition drawn by the public sector?

These and other related questions are addressed in this seminal volume. For the first time, leading Israeli scholars and experts have gathered to explore the meaning of public responsibility. Each of the distinguished authors - historians, political scientists, sociologists, social-psychologists, philosophers, literature, education and cultural scholars, law professors, policy analysts, economists, former judges, legislatures and ministers – had clarified a different aspects of Public Responsibility based on his/her professional discipline and resulting understandings of the discussed concept.  The result will be a thorough review of the meaning of public responsibility. 

The issue is of utmost importance, and I’d be happy to promote the book in England, the USA, and other places. 


Public Responsibility

Edited by:

Raphael Cohen-Almagor, Asa Kasher

and Ori Arbel-Ganz

Prologue: Public Responsibility by Yitzhak Zamir

Introduction: On Public Responsibility by Raphael Cohen-Almagor

Part I: Theory

1. Public Responsibility's Typology and its Behavioral Expression by Ori Arbel-Ganz

2. Public Responsibility and Ethics by Asa Kasher

3. Halakcha and Public Responsibility by Rabbi Yuval Shrlo

4. Public Responsibility as Rational Choice by Gideon Doron and Assaf Meydani

Part II: Institutions

5. The President’s Public Responsibility by Suzi Navot

6. Public Responsibility of the Prime Minister by Arye Naor

7. The Legislatures’ Public Responsibility by Naomi Chazan

8. Public Responsibility of Judges by Eliahu Mazza

9. Public Responsibility of the Local Government and Municipalities by Nahum Ben-Elya

Part III: Public Administration and Executive Agencies

10. Public Responsibility of the Public Administration by Eran Vigoda-Gadot and Jacob Cory

11. The Legal Advisor to the Government – A Clerk or a Leader by Talia Sasoon

12. Public Responsibility of the Bank of Israel by Ohad Bar-Efrat

13. Public Responsibility of Citizens' Representatives in Public Committees by Ruida Abu-Ras

14. Public Responsibility of the IDF's General Staff by Yagil Levi

Part IV: Non-Governmental Organizations and Players

15. The Citizens' Public Responsibility by Avia Pasternak

16. Public Responsibility of the Mass Media by Dan Caspi

17. Public Responsibility of the Israel Press Council by Moshe Ronen

18. Truth, Power and (I)responsibility: Optimist Thesis on Words Manufacturers by Merav Rosenthal-Marmorstein

19. Public Responsibility of the Private Sector and Firms by Aviva Geva

20. Integrative Corporate Governance and Ethics Programs – Keys for Public and Social Responsibility of Corporations by Elie Bukspan

21. Public Responsibility of Third Sector Organizations by Nisan Limor and Benjamin Gidron

Part V: Policy Issues

22. Public Responsibility for Gender Equality by Orna Sasoon-Levi and Orli Benjamin

23. Public Responsibility for the Israeli Arabs by Sami Smooha

24. Public Responsibility for Education by Orit Ichilov

Epilogue: Public Responsibility in Israel by Raphael Cohen-Almagor and Ori Arbel-Ganz

Index
Further information at 

http://www.kibutz-poalim.co.il/htmls/public_responsibility_in_israel.aspx?c0=44494&bsp=19662
http://www.mishkenot.org.il/hebrew/HebEthicsPagesContent.aspx?pageId=30
I dedicated the book to Gad Yaacobi (http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3442660,00.html ) who was a “rare bird” in Israeli politics: ethical, responsible, wise, passionate about Israel and utterly committed to whatever he took upon himself. Gad was supposed to write the chapter on government responsibility but died prematurely. I miss him.

